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and we can say that another place has accepted
the amendments we made to measures in a
generous manner. My only regret is that the
Btate Children Act Amendment Bill, in which
the House took a great deal of interest, did not
go beyond the initial stages of anmother place.
I trust, however, that it will be taken up next
session as & lapsed Bill and that it will be
dealt with as quickly as possible. I cannct but
express a feeling of satisfaction at seeing back
amongst us our old friend Mr. Cornell after
a long absence on active gervice, A few days
ago I received a letter from Dr, Saw, and he
expressed the hope that he would shortly be
able to return to England from Cairo and make
arrangements for bis carly departure for West-
ern Australia and as quickly as possible get
back to Wastern Australia because it was his
desire to take an active part in the public life
of the State. I hope, Mr. Deputy President,
that this Christmas vacation—the first that
any of us has bheen able to look forward to
with real! happiness for what seem many years
past—will be one of pleasure to all hon, mem-
bers, and I entertain no doubt that the respite
will prove acceptable, both to yourself and to
our respected Pregident,

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.2 a.m, (Saturday).

Tegislative Essembly,
Friday, 20ih Decomber, 1%13.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30

p.m., and read prayers.

[For “Questions on Notice’'’ and '‘Papers
Presented’’ sce *¢Votes and Proceedings.’']

QUESTION—PNEUMONIC INFLUENZA,
QUARANTINING CONTACTS.

Mr. ANGELO (without notice) asked the
Premier: Hag his attention been called to the
newspaper report of a mass meeting held on
the Esplanade the night before last at which
the following resolution was carried unanim-
ously:—**That the Federal Government be
informed that unless it assures the R.S.A.
on or before midnight on Thursday, the 19th
inst., that arrangements are being made to
transfer the men from the ‘‘Boonah’’ to Rott-
nest Tsland not later than the 2lst inst., the
R.B.A., with the aid of the State Government
and the people of Western Australia, will make
and earry out the necessary arrangements
themselves’¥ Can the Premier give any in-
formation in regard to the CGovernment’s at-
titude in respect of this? R
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The PREMIER replied: The full text of
this resolution has ‘only just been brought
under my notice. The Government are no
party to the resolution, nor have they been
approached in the matter; noither have the
Government given any intimation that they
will render any assistance whatever in the
carrying out of the suggested arrangemenis.

PERENJORI AND -KULIN HOTEL
LICENSES.
Royal €ommissioner’s Report.

On motion by Mr. JOHNSTON ordered:
That the report and recommendation of the
Royal Commissioner (Mr. Justice Rooth) re-
garding country liguor licenses be printed.

BILI—WATER BOARDS ACT AMEND-
MENT. .

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL LANDS PUR-
CHASE ACT AMENDMENT.

Council’s amendmenta.

Schedule of six amendmeuts reguested by
the Couneil now considered.

In Committee.

Hon, G. Taylor in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

No. 1~—Clause 4, strike out the word
‘fgeven’’ in line 3 and insert ‘‘nine’’ in lien:

The PREMIER: This deals with the number
of appointees on the Lands Purchase Board.
Tt is considered that it will be an advantage if
the number ig increased from seven to mine. T
move—

That the amendment be made.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
ameéndment made.

No. 2—Clanse 10, in line 2, strike out the
words ‘fin all cases,’’ with the object of in-
serting the words ‘‘in regard to discharged
soldiers or dependants’’:

The PREMIER: Thia Rill deals with no ¢lass
of people except discharged soldiers, so there
is no need for the words ““in all cases.’”’ The
amendment was made in another place at my
instigation, and I think it will make the clanse
mueh more intelligible. T move—

That the amendment be made.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment made.

Ne¢. 3—Clause 10, strike out the words ‘fin
regard to discharged soldiers or dependants,’’
in line 4: '

The PREMIER: This amendwment is really
consequential on the previons one. I move—

That the amendment be made.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment made. .

No. 4—Clause 12, Subeclause 1; add to the
proviso, ‘‘unless in the opinion of the Miniater
it ia necessary for the proper and more econom-
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ieal subdivigion' 6f any Crown land, including
land acquired under the principal Aet, to acquire
adjoining private lands’’:

The PREMIER: This amendment is
neeessary, It is intended to cover cases
where the Government have aequired or

already hold land which is to be subdivided.
In order to enable the subdivision to
be made in the best and most economical
manner, it may Dbe necessary to acquire
portions of small adjoining estates. If these
words are not included, wasteful subdivision
may result. The power is intended to be used
only in the case of an owner who stands out
for an unrcasonable price.

. Hon, P, Collier: Is this a Government
amendment $

The PREMIER: Yes. There is a cusc in
point now where the Government require 20
acres out of an adjoining estate. The Min-
igter will not exercise the power unless it is
necessary to do so in the public interest.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: When this clanse was
before the Committee, I moved the deletion of
the proviso, The Premier then said that it
would be wrong for any Government to have
the power to take any holding of any man
irregpective: of the size of the holding. He
gaid that & man must have a right, if using
the land, to retain it.  To-day the Premier
uses the arguments previonsly advanced from
this side in the opposite direction, TUnder the
Bill the Government cannot acquire land less
than £5,000 in unimproved value. That limit
is not to be reduced, but by this amendment
the Government propose to take the land of
amall men. The big holder is not to be touched,
but the small man's land may be taken from
him.

Hon, F. B. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minis-
ter): Are you opposed to the amendment?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I am against the in-
consisteney of the Government.

The Premier: Yon wanted to make the pro-
vision general?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: By this amendment
the QGovernment propose to discriminate in
favour of the large holder as against the small
holder. .

Question put and passed;
amendment made.

the Council’s

[Mr. Stubbs took the Chair.]

No. 5. Clause14—After the word ‘‘board,’’
in line 5 of the proviso, insert “‘for a period
not cxceeding 12 months’!:

The PREMIER: This clause gives paewer to
the board to extend the period for which the
owner of land resumed may hold it after notice
has been published in the ‘‘Government Gaz-
ette’’ of acquisition of such land. The Coun-
eil think it desirable to restrict the extended
period to 12 montha. I am of the same opinion,
and therefore I move— '

That the amendment be made.

Question put and passed; the Council’s

amendment made.

No. 6. Clause 16—Strike out the word
‘“five’? in line 6 and insert the word ‘fthres’’;

“[ASSEMBLY.]

**The PREMIER: This clavse deals with the
right of the owner to retain part of his hold-
ing where the land has been compulsorily pur-.
chased. The Bill as it originally left this
House provided that the owner might for the
purpose of residence or business retain land in
one block not exceeding in value £5,000. An
amendmert was made veducing the value from
£10,000 to £5,000. It was thought now that
the amount that a person might retain round
hia homestead should also be reduced, and with
that object the amendment was made. I
move——
That the amendment be made,

Hon, J, MITCHELL: I do not think the
Committee should agree to this amendment.
There are people who run stock and ‘do little
¢lse with land, and £3,000 worth of land is not
muech use to run stock .on. If land waa worth
£2 an acre 8 man could only keep 1,500 -acres,
and if it was valued at £4 an acre a man could
only keep £750 worth of land. When it comes
to the cutting up of small farms, T object to
such a proposal. '

The PREMIER: The Government canpot
take more than £3,000 worth of land rouni a
man’s homestead. The Government might de-
sirc to take all the land in a man’s holding,
but this provision will allow the owner to re-
tain £3,000 worth of land round his homestead,
and he may retain another £2,000 worth else-
where.

Mr., BROUN: I am surprised that the Pre-
micr is agreeing to this amendment, TPeople
may have been struggling for years to make
their holding worth having, and then the Gov-
ernment might come along and take away a
valuable portion of it. If a man has property
the unimproved value of which is £50,000 he is
allowed to keep to the extent of £10,000
worth,

Hon. P. Collier: That is proportionate.

Mr. BROUN: Tt iz obsolntely impossible
for a man to make a decent living on 1,000
acres of agrieultnral land, which area means
that he has to be continmally cropping, and
therefore eannot work it to the best advantage,
but must eventunally kill it. Property can be
improved enly by carrying stock, and it is
utterly impossible to go in for both agricul-
ture and stock Taiging on 1,000 acres.

The Premier: Where is this 1,000 acres that
you refer tof

Mr. BROUN: The Premier must admit that
we have in Western Australia land worth £3
per acre unimproved; and 1,000 acres of such
land wounld represent £3,000, the amount here
proposed.

The Premier: Where is that land, unim-
proved, and in a natural state, with all the
timber on it, worth £3 per acre?

Mr. BROUN: T ean show the Premier the
Beverley roads board books unimproved land
values of £2 10s. per acre. That is why I urge
that a man with 5,000 acres, which is a fair
and reasonable holding, should be allowed to
retain for himself more than 1,000 acres at
£3 per aere. If such a man is to bhe restricted
to the retention of 1,000 acres, it would be
better for him to let his property go altogether.
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Hon. I'. Collier: But you ean compel the
Government, under this measure, to do that.

Mr. BROUN: I am aware of that. I am
not blaming the Government, but the other
Houge; though T must take the Premier to task
for accepting the Council’s amendment, Where
is the land revenue to come from if we cut
down our farmers to such miserable pittances
of land9 The amount should not be redueed
helow £5,000.

Hon, P. COLLAER: It is extraordinary that,
once again, and on the very last day of the
session, I should bo called upon to defend an-
other plnee; and it is likewise extraordinary
that these my defences of the Legislative Coun-
eil always have relation to property. What
a change of froot on the part of the member
for Beverley! Last week the hon, member was
Just as wrathinl at the propesal to interfere
with the franchise of another place, as he is
wrathful to-day over this amendment. Now
he charges the bulwark of the Constitution of
the country with passing confiscatory legis-
Iation. T heartily agree with the Couneil’s
amendment. The member for Beverley, un-
fortunately, sees red Whenever a question of
property is concerned. The Government are
not geing to take awey everything from a
man. Estates will' be resumed under this Bill
for closer settlement in, say, n fruit growing
distriet and cut up into 20 aerc blocks. The
£3,000 value will be quite sufficient to meet
cases of that sort instead of the £5000. I
hope the amendment will be carried.

Mr. HARRISON: There are some men whe
are kept poor becduse they have taken up too
much land. There are many such properties
quite clogse to a railway line. If a railway line
is boilt through any land the faet of spending
money on that railway influences the value
of the land adjacent to it. In some parts of
the country a man with £5,000 worth of land,
being allowed to retain £3,000 worth, will have
a eonsiderably larger aren to work than in the
cage of 2 man who had had land resumed from
him in some more prosperous distriet.

Mr. HICKMOTT: This amendment will
cause & good deal of dissatisfaction and will
drive many people oftf the land. I feel inclined
to oppess it. We shonld do all we can to
encourage people to go on the land.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Some people squeal
very loudly if there is any chance of their own
properties being resumed, but they are only
too glad for the other fellow’s land to bhe re-
sumed. Apparently some hon. members do not
want to protect the small man at all, but only
the big man. Tt is ridiculous to say that
a settler” will walk off his property that
is valued at £5,000, irrespective altogether

of the improvements that may be put upon’

it. I do not think any Government wounld
take land from one person and give it
to another for exactly the same - purpoee,
Thig i3 a step in the right direction. .I do not
kpow who moved the amendment in. another
Place, but T sav it is worthy of support.

The PREMIER: The eompulsory, provis-
ions of the Bill are to be found, not in thia

* titude, but it was the correct attitude.
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clause, but in Clavse 12. Members seem to be
under a miseonception in regard to the amend-
ment. The amendment simply deals with the
right of the owner to retain o part of his
holding. The Bill provides that the valune of
the land retained shall not exceed £5,000, and
the amendment reduces this to £3,000. The
amendment is to make this clause counsistent
with Clause 12. This will not affeet any
small landholder.

Mr. MONEY: TUnder the Bill, if » man
holds an estate worth £5,005, vnimproved
value, that estate may be resumed, and under
the amendment the owner may retain £3,000
worth of the estate. But an estate of the un-
improved value of £4,900 cannot be resumed,
and so the owner of the smaller estate is m
a much better position than the owner of the
larger one. Exeept the estale is under £5,000
in ‘the first instance, it eannot be resumed at
all, and the Aect is inoperative. As to the
amount of £5,000 unimproved value, those per-
sons are very lucky who own land in a Qistrict
where the unimproved value is £3 per acre,
The value of the land is in consequence of the
work done and the expenditure on it. Before
the land Decomes improved to somne extent,
spoaking geperally, the land has no value, The
mere faet of eattle grazing on a block and
carrying the seeds over the ground gives the
land an improved value. When members say
that they are rated on the unimproved value
of £3 an acre, I should advise them to appeal
against that value. The unimprovad value of £3
is sufficient for the whole of the Bouth-West.
Tt is not only in Western Australia that ]at}d
has no wnimproved value. Recently I was in
Victoria on the estate of Mr. Payne who
breeds the best Romney Marsh sheep in Aus-
tralin. T asked him how he was rated and he
said that he did net pay any land tax what-
ever beeause the land had no value, the value
being in the improvements. I support the
Premier.

Hon.-J, MITCHELL: As the member for
Bunbury has peinted out, the land must be
over £5,000 unimproved value before it can be
resamed. I know a great deal of the country
is valued at £2 per aere unimproved and 1,500
aeres is not enough for a man. We heard a
great deal about pastoral leases yesterday,
when the Premier took up a very different at-
I can
agsure the Premier notwithstanding his read-
ing of the clause that if the amcendment is
carried, £3,000 worth of land will be the
amount that o man can own in an estate of
5,000 aeres. Thig is an ill thought out Bill,
and will not achieve the object desired. If the
land is transferred from one to another it will
not add to the prosperity of the country. I
think we should adjourn for a week to give
the Premier an opportunity of consulting the
Crown Law authorities and we can come back
in January or February, for we must do jus-
tice to the people of the State,

Hon. T. Walker:
morrow?

Hon. J. MITCHELL:

Do you desire to sif to-

¥ am in no hurry.

" Over a great deal of the State the land may

not have a high unimproved valne. The leader
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of the Opposition says he is in league with
members in snother plaee.

Hon. P. Collier: My colleagues there. Since
yesterday 1 am sure it is the more democratic
Chamber of the two.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Premier has told
us that unimproved land in this State was
never worth £3 per acre, but he shounld know
that at Three Springs, near Moora, unim-
proved land was actually sold at £3 per acre.

Question put, and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes “ . . .. 32
Noes .. .. .. .. 6
Majority for - .. 26
Aves.
Mr., Angwin Mr. Mullany
Mr. Brown Mr. Nairn
Mr. Chesson Mr. O’Loghlen
Mr. Collier Mr. Pickering
Mr. Duff Mr, Pilkington
Mr, Gardiner Mr. R, T. Robinsoa
Mr. George Mr. Rocke
Mr. Green Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Harrison Mr. Troy
Mr. Holman Mr, Underwood
Mr. Hudson Mr. Veryard
Mr. Johneton Mr. Walker
Mr Jones Mr. Willeock
Mr. Lambert Mr., Willmott
Mr, I.efroy Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Lutey (Teller.)
Mr., Money
NoOES.
Mr. Angelo Mr, Mitchell
Mr. Durack Mr. Broun
Mr. Grifiiths (Teller.)

Mr. Hickmolt
Question thus passed; the Council’s amend-
ment made.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a Message accordingly returned to the
Legislative Couneil.

BILL—FORESTS.
Couneil’s Further Message.

Mr., SPEAKER [4.27]: Before the House
proeeeds to the consideration of this Message,
I desire to draw the attention of the Housge to
the fact that on more than one oceasion it has
recorded its opiniom concerning pressed Mes-
sages from the Legislative Council. This
House has been inconsistent, I admit; but I
eongider it my duty to draw the atiention of
hon, members to the fact thatl the privileges
of the Assembly are being somewhat infringed
npon. Before the business of the House pro-
ceeds further, I will accept a motion on this
subject.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R. T.
Robinson—Canning) [4.28]: This iz one of
the Bills which are not what are known as
pure money Bills, Tt i3 a quasi-money Bill,
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and it contains a number of clauses, that re-
lating to hewing, among the pressed clauses,
for example, whick have nothing in the wide
world to do with money. You will remember,
Mr. Speaker, that this question ¢ropped up
some two years ago, and was referred to 3
joint select committee of hoth Houses, Mr.
Walker and myself being among the members
appointed by this Chamber. The Committee
reported to both Iouses, recommending that a
Bill should be brought down to provide for
such cases, to provide that clauses appearing
in a quasi-money Bill, but not relating to
money, night be discvssed, though the finan-
cial clauges could not be discussed. That was
the unanimous opinion of both sides. For omne
reason or another, the effect of that report has
not yet been embodied in a Bill, though it had
been my intention to bring down such a mea-
sure to thiz Honse during the current session.
I most certainly advocate the bringing down
of the necessary Bill during next session, so
as to relieve the tension which must wneces-
sarily prevail between the two Housea when,
owing to a techniesl objection, each House as~
serting its privileges, members of the Council
and members of the Assembly cannot meet to
settle an obvious difficulty. I move—

That in view of the report of the select
committee on the procediire on money Bills
and the fact that lad the Bill recom-
mended by the committes heen law, the
Forests Bill would have been freely open to
amendment by the Legislative Council, this
House agrees to consider the requested
amendments now pressed by the Legislative
Couneil, without waiving its rights and
privileges.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The Attorney Gen-
eral makes out that this Bill is not a money
Bill. T want to peint out, however, that it is
a money Bill. The Legislative Council desire
that the revenue that is to be taken from
eonsolidated revenue to go inte a special fund
should be increased from onehalf to three-
fifths. The Bill also gives power to charge
fees and ¢o on. Apparently, we are willing to
forego the rights of the House and be pre-
pared not to insist on our privileges in regard
to money Bills. Sufficient time has been foolad
away to allow of the Bill referrred to by the

. Attorney General to have been introduced., T

hope the House will not agree to the motion.
The Legislative Council now want to acquire
the rights of this Hbuse to deal with money
Bills, They say they insist on ecarrying cer-
tain amendments to which this Honse is
opposed. It is the desire that the Legislative
Couneil should have comtral of these matters?
In my opinion the Forests Bill ean well stand
over until next session when it can have fur-
ther congideration. Many of the provisions

‘which have heen insisted on have mnot been

properly considered hy the Government. There
i8 no co-ordination between members of the
Govornment. There has been a breach of
faith towards those who were hewers before
they went to the war and may desire to take
up their old occupationa when they return.
Wihile the Council have stuck out against us
in every direction the Attorney General now
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8ays we ean give away our privileges and allow
the Council to deal with matters which they
have no power to insist upon. I hope that the
House will reject the motion.

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes . 23
Noes .. e 15
Majority for 8
AYES.
Mr, Angelo WMr. Lambert
Mr. Broun ‘Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Brown Mr. Money
Mr, Duff Mr. Nairn
Mr. Durack Mr. Pilkington
Mr. Gardiner Mr. R. T. Robinson
Mr. George Mr, Stubbs
Mr. Grifiithe Mr. Underwood
Mr, Harrlson Mr. Veryard
Mr, Hickmott Mr. Willmott
Mr. Hudson Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Johnston [Teilcr.)
Nozns,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Lutey
Mr, Chesson * Mr. Mullany
Mr. Collier Mr. Rocke
Mr. Davles Mr. ‘Teesdale
Mr. Foley Mr. Walker
Mr. Green Mr. Willcock
Mr. Holman Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Jones (Teller.)

Question thus passed.

. In Committee.
Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Attornev Gen-
eral and Minister for Industries in charge of
the Bill.

No. 83—Clanse 24, paragraph (a), strike out
this paragraph and insert ‘‘after soch area
has’ been cut over for gawmilling purposes
or’?:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: DRefore T
move, as I propose to do later, that Managers
be appointed to cenfer with Managers from
another place, I think the proper course to
adopt jis that I should give hon. members an
opportunity of saying whether they wil or
will not agree to any of these pressed amend-
ments,  This amendment relates to hewers.
The other cvening I remarked that one of the
eompanies had put on a number of men hew-
ing on its lease, My remark was challenged,
and the company concerned has now written
me, giving the precise number of hewers em-
ployed, as follows: —-C'mmng 11, Worsley 12,
Wellington 19, Kirrnp 7, total 49, T move—

That the amendment be not made.

Question pat and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. . .. .. 24
Noes .. - .. .. 13
Majority for .. .o 11
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AYEa,
Mr. Angelo Mr. Hudson
Mr, Broun Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Brown Mr, Mitchel]
Mr, Davles Mr. Mullany
Mr. Duft’ Mr. Nalro
Mr. Durack Mr. Pllkington
Mr, Foley Mr. R. T. Robinson
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Teesadale
Mr. George Mr. Underwood
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Veryvard
Mr. Harrison Mr. Willmott
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Hardwlick
(Telter.)
Nokes,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Munsia
Mr. Chesson . Mr. Pickerlng
Mr., Green Mr. Rocke
Mr. Holman Mr. Walker
Mr. Jobnston Mr. Willcock
Mr Jones Mr. O'Loghten
Mr, Luley (Teller.)

Question thus passed; the Conneil’s amend-
ntent not made.

No. 9—Clause 24, add at the end of the
clanse the following:—**Notwithstanding the
provisions of this section it shall, subject to
the provisions of Scetion 76 of this Act, be
lawful for any person holding an active service
diseharge from the Australian Imperial Forees
who satisfies the Conservator that prior to the
passing of this Act he followed the occupation
of a sleeper hewer in this State, to hew timber
for railway sleepers on the area of any timber
concession, lease, or permit granted before or
after the commeneement of this Aet, but no
such permit shall be granted within any virgin
forest. Yor the purpose of this scetion virgin

forcst’ means forest from which no timber
has been drawn?’:
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T move—

That the amendment be not made.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not made.

No. 10—Clause 24, after tho words inserted
in tho last amendment add the following pro-
viso:—'* Provided that no person shall be en-
titled to enter on the area of anvy concession,
lease, or permit without first obtaining tlla
consent or approval in writing of the owner
thereof '7:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—

That the amendment ho not made.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not made, ,

No. 14—Clanse 41, Subclauvse 2, strike out
the words ‘‘one-half’? and insert *‘three-
fifths’’:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—

That the amendment be not made.

Question put and passed; the Comneil’s
amendment not made.

No. 15—Clanse 41, Subelause 2, before the
word ‘‘revenue’’ in line (1) insert ‘‘net’’:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—

That the amendment he not made.
Question put and  pagsed; the Council’s
amendment not made,
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No, 28—Add a new clause to stand as Clause
75 as follows:—‘‘The ares comprised within
the boundaries of the Greenbushes State forest,
sxcepting any area within such boundaries the
wbject of any timber lease or permit is hereby
excluded from the provisions of this Aet, and
ghall be subject to the Mining Act, 1904'':

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T move—

That the amendment be not made.

Question put and passed; the Counecil's
amendment not made.

No. 24—Add a new claunse to stand as Clause
76 as follows:—'‘The provisions of Section
24 of this Act in relation to the issue of hew-
ing permits shall have effect from the com-
mencement of this Aet until the thirtieth day
of June, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-
three, and no Jonger’”:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—

That the amendment be not made,

Question pnt and passed; the Council’s

amendment not made.

- [The Speaker resumed the Chuair,]
Request for Conference,

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and & Message accordingly tramsmitted to the
Council regunesting a conference on the amend-
ments which the Counecil had pressed and
which the Assembly had not made, and ae-
quainting the Couneil that Mr, O’Loghlen,
Hen, T. E. 8. Willmott (Honorary Minister),
and the Attorney General (Hon. R. T, Robin-
son) had been appointed managers for the
Legislntive Assembly at the said conference.

BILL —8TATE CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resamed from the 19th December.

Hon. W, ¢ ANGWIN (Nerth-East Fre-
mantle) [5.3]: TIn dealing with the second
rending of this Bill T want to state that an
jmportant measure of this description should
not ecome here at this time of the session.
Statements have already been made that in
all probability this Bill as amended, will not
be dealt with this session. I want to point
out that members of the Assembly have a
right when legislation i3 introduced, to im-
prove on that legislation if they think improve-
~ent i3 necessary.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): Or try to improve.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: If we have to ac-
cept the Bill as introduced it is useless to dis-
cuss it. T want to say there are some clansges
of the Bill which I am entirely opposed to,
and T fecl that T should not be doing my duty
if I did not ask members to make the Bill
better than it is. This measure deals prinei-
pally with the Children’s Courts, inatitutions
and hastardy cases. I want to say also, I think
the innovation carried into effect in 1915
of appointing the Children’s Court and women
justices for the Children’s Courts was a move
in the right direction, and I believe the mem-
bers of the courts have done a lot of good and
asgisted the State materially in the work which
they have performed, The buildings have been
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bad, but they are not to be blamed for that.
They have endeavoured, as far as possible, to
carry out the desires of the people of the
State. Unfortunately, their hands have been
tied, If a child has committed an offence, no
matter how gmall, if it is necessary it should
be sent to some institution for the purpose of
detaining it for a while, that court has been
compelled to commit that ehild until it is 18
vears of age. That provision is in the present
Act, and I maintain is a blot on the Act
There has been no diseretion with the court.
The ecourt has ne opportunity of sending a
child to an institution for six months, 12
months or two years at their diseretion, but
they have had to commit without diseretion
until the child was 18 years of age. I am hop-
itg members will agree with me when in Com-
mittee, to remove that in future, and place
more discretion in the hands of the eourt than
previpusly. I bave known inetances where
children have been committed until 18 years
of age. They have been sent away for a
month ot two and it has had the desired effect:
all that was necessary, and then they could
have been removed entirely from the control
of the State, but the Bill has not given the
court power in the past. There has been no
provision and there is not to be in the fature.
As far as this Bill .is concerned, I hope we
shall remove that in the future, It is proposed
to alter the constitution of the court. I have
seen no reason why that should be done. T
helieve the justices have done their work fav-
ourably and well and I see no necessity to
appoint a special magistrate for the purpose
of presiding over the eourt. I maintain, and
from what I have read of the evidence placed
hefore us recently, that the resident magis-
trates have not had time to attend to the
Children’s Courts in the past and when the
Minister stated that it was the intention to
appoint a police magistrate as a special magis-
trate aceording to the evidence before the
select committee, then if he has had no time
in the past to attend to this work he will have
no time in the future, I think the court shounld
be left as at present; the resident magistrate
attending to cases, and I think the reaident
magistrate should attend to all bastardy eases
in conjuction with magistrates who desire to
be present. That can only apply to one or two
places in the State. In my opinion there is no
neeessity to go to increased expenditure in
appointing some gentleman, with the full
powers of a police magistrate, over the courts
when we have had the work in the past earried
out so favourably and well by the justices.
There is another provision in the Bill which
in my opinion should be altered and which T
think the Minister made an error when placing
the Bill before members, He stated that the
provision in the Bill in regard to rehearings
or applications te the eourt for a child to he
released on probation, that the Minister re-
tained the same powers that he has at present,
and if he did not exercise those powers as re-
quired by the parents of the child. these per-
sons could appeal to the court. I maintain
the present system is right. I mantain there
js no court in the land that has the power
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given it as these courts have. If e person is
convieted in any ecourt, police, High, or Su-
preme court, the power is vested entirely in
the Governor-in-Council whether the person
should be releaged or there should be any re-
duction in the sentence made; but in this
Bill, onee a child is committed until 18 years
of age, taking the Bill as it is, the State
Children Department carry out the intentions
of that court,

Hon. R. H, TUnderwood, (Honorary Minis-
ister): The direction of the Minister.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Act takes away
the powers of the, Minister. Tt says it shall
be the duty of the department to earry out in
all partieulars the orders of the court and if
the punishment which has been given has been
quite sufficient to meet the case and all tha
cireumstances in connection with the child—
it might be a boyish freak

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
tar): Or a girlish freak. '

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, a child led away
as hoys are, becanse none of ws have been
angels. We alt know what we did when we
were young, Omee a c¢hild is convieted and
sent to an institntion, the department has then
to carry out in all particulars the orders of
the court, and before the child ecan he released
there must be an appeal te the eonrt to re-
lease him. Power is given to this court which
is not given to other courts.

Hon, R. H. Underwood (MHonorary Minis-
ter): Bnt you do not remove the Minister's
power.

Hon, W. £ ANGWIN: YWhen the Act says
definitely and distinctly that it shall be the
duty of the dcpartment to carry out in all
particnlars the orders of the ecourt, the de-
partment must earry them out, Tt is their
duty and it follows that no alteration in the
conditions can be made without first asking
the court’s opinion. Let us take the posifion
in the first place. The persons who have is-
sued instructions for the detention eof the
child have to reverse their decision. They
have a certain amount of bias. They believe
their action in the first instance was right and
correct, and at the time they sent the child
to the ecare of some institution it was neees-
sary in order to Dbring ahont an improvement

in that ehild. Thng there is a certain amount’

of bias, Bnt when the case reaches the Min-
ister, his judgment is based entirely om the
teports of the case, on the conditions prevail-
ing at the time of the application, and on the
reports obtained from the police and from
other quarters concerning the parents. = The
Minister is in the position of an umpire, and
deals fairly with the child, That position
should be retained, and the power ought not
to be tronsferred to the court. Accordingly, I
hope thaf provision will be struck out in Com-
mittee, There is a clause which when I com-
pare it with the correspoending seetion of the
principal Act does not seem to me to say what
is intended. Section 95 of the prineipal Act
prohibits street trading by children, but this
Bill provides a new and distinet clause deal-
ing with the subject of trading Ly children.
1f the amendments had been mads in the see-
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tion dealing with street trading my opposition
would probably not be raised. But there is s
distinet clause, which says, among othe
things, that no person shall cause s child tc
offer anything for sale, and soe forth. Thal
is the portion I wish to bring particularly be
fore hon. members. I have known cases of
widows left with large families, who received
assistance from the State during the infancy
of the children, and who started small shope
for the sale of lollies, atationery, school hooks
and so forth. With the help of the children
sneh widows have occasionally built up fair
businesses in o brief space of time, and thue
there was no longer any necessity for State
assistance te them, But under thia Bill a
widow cannot have the assistance of her child
in a shop unless the child is 16 years of age

Mr. Rocke: But a child ean go into a rae
ing stable at the age of 14,

Ton, W, . ANGWIN: I have in my mind
now a widow, known alse to yourgelf, Mr,
Speaker, who, having lost her husband on the
goldficlds, eame to the const with her family
of four children. She is a hard working
woman and with the assistance of the State
in the first place brought up her c¢hildren, and
with the assistance of those children she it
now earning a nice livelihood. being in a good
way of business. But she conld not have done
it under the provision of this Bill forbidding
that any person shall procure, caunse, or suffer
any child under the age of 16 years to offer
anything for sale. Do hon. members intend
that that clause should go through?

Mr, Davies: What age do you suggest?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 1In the case 1 am
referring to, the children went to school an{
were not meglected. But the woman had #¢
get her living: And it is to be noted that ns
soon as a child reaches the age of 14 year:
there is no more State assistance towards ife
support; that is, unless the child is an in-
valid. In the case of the widow, whom I have
mentioned, the eldest ¢hild can hardly be 16
years ai this date. I believe the provision in
this Bill was intended to apply to street trad
ing, but it iz not so. Had it been added tc
the scetion dealing with street trading, 1
would perhaps agree; since it is not advisable
to let young children go into the atreets for
the purpose of trading., A c¢hild under 16
years of nge is prohibited from serving in the
mother’s shop, and yet a boy is allowed to be
apprenticed at the age of 14 to become 2
jockey. The Bill is ill-considered. It will
hamper those left in indigent ecircumstances
when endeavouring to obtain a livelihood
There ig another proviston of thig Bill with
which T am largely, though not cntirely, in
accord, I think it a good move that illegiti-
maey cases shoold be heard away from
the police court. The provision whereby
such ecases can be heard in the Chil
dren’s Court, with other justiees, includ-
ipg women, is a distinet impravement,
Under such conditions greater protection will
be afforded to the girl. But I certainly object
to an inspector being permitted to visit at any
reasonable time any house where there is an
illegitimate child. Many persons who care for
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children horn out of wedlock desire to keep
the matter as seeret ag posgible; and assuredly
it i3 not right that a departmental inspector
should be permitted to visit at any time that
might be considered reasonable a house where
an illegitimate child resides, for the purposs of
ingpeeting snch child. In my opinion, the
clanse oversteps the mark. Perhaps the Honor-
ary Minister ean give some reason for it. An-
other objection T have to raise is to that elaunse
which provides that a member of the police
force, or an inspector, shall have power to
enter any building, house, or premises, if he
has reason to suspeect that there is in such
building, house, or premises, any child whom
he believes, on reasonable grounds, to have
committed, and to be liable to be tried for,
any offence.

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter}: Keep on at that. I like that. I have
a full and complete answer.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 1 contend that a
child who is suspected of having committed
an offence should be written to, instead of
being summoned. This Bill containg ancther
improvement in that reapect, providing, as it
does, that a child may be required by letter
to appear before the court, instead of being
summoned to appear. The only ground on
which a police constable shonld be permitted
to arrest a child is that the ehild is destitute
and requires immediate attention. ¥ cau
quite understand the police arresting a child
in such circnmstances. Because the child is
suspected ‘of committing some offence he ean-
not be deemed to be guilty until he is proved
to be so. A police constable has no right to
be given nower to enter anyone’s houge and
arrest a child for any offence. There i3 a
clause which provides that a speeial magis-
trate may at any time visit a sobsidised in-
stitution, in which State children are kept, I
do not know whether that implies that the only
peraon who ean visit these institutions on be-
half of the State is a special magistrate.

Hon. R. H. Underwcod (Honorary Minis-
ter): We want to go further than that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The institutions will
be right in claiming that Parliament has de-
cided that a special magistrate is the only
person who ean go there and would have a
perfect right to claim the protection of Par-
liament in that direction. Any person who has
vigited these institutions must agree with me
that no ecomplaint can be lodged against them.
They have always been open to the officers
of the department. I have myself paid manv
surprige vigits to them, and have been well
pleased with the manner in which the children
have been looked after. These institutions are
a credit to the denominations which manage
them. They have assisted the State materially
and have done a lot of good work, While I am
more in favour of the boarding out system than
institutional life, it scems impossible te do
away with the institutional system altogether
in this State. The work they have been doing
in the past is such that the State should give
them every credit for it. 1 find from the Bill
that the court desire the right to state to what
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institution a ehild shall be sent. I do not
know if that is altogether wise.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary DMinis-
ter): Do you think the eourt is no good?

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: It is a matter for
the department to ascertain the views of the
parents of the children, so that they may have
somg say in the direction of what ingtitution
a child shall go to. I remember several com-
plaints on the part of parcnts on that ground
some Yyears ago.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): The parents of the children that go to
those courta are not of much c¢lass.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That is not true.
I know of dozens of parents who are just as
respectable as the hon, member, if not more
80,

Hon. B, H. Uunderwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): I object to that.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: I have seen re-
spectable parents who have been broken-
hearted over the boyish and unmalicious ac-
tions of their c¢hildren, who because of these
pranks have had to be sent to some institu-
tion. I bave on mauy occasions had these
cases investigated so a® to ascertain whether
the children could not be sent back to their
parents. It is not true to eay that the par-
ents are all bad. There are many cases which
come before the court which should naver
come before it. To give the court the right
to say to what institution the child shall be
sent amounts to saying that the department
has not dealt fairlv or rightly with the ehil-
dren in the past.

The Colonial Treasurer: May they not
have said, ‘‘Here is a boy who has committed
a hoyish offence. We do not wish to punish
him undnty.’’

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: He must be sent
somewhere, either on probation or to an in-
stitution, unless he appeals a second time to
the court., There is no department of State
which has better officers in it than the State
Children’s -Department. They endeavour to
deal fairly with the children and see that
they get good homes to live in and that their
welfare is looked after. They have at all
times tried to assist and meet the wishes of
parents as to the particular institution to
whieh the child shall go. A good deal of ill-
feeling is sometimes caused when @ child ia
gent to a certain institution or to a certain
boarding-out home. The parents like to be
eongulted,

Mr. Rocke: Is not that governed by the re-
ligious training of the children?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The department ar-
ranges the matter in accordanece with the
wishes of the parent as far as possible.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): We want to let the conrt judge and
use their judgment.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:
department do it.

Honr. R. H, Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): I think the court is better than the
department.

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: T think the officers
of the department, male and female, who have
been for years engaged in the work, are in a

I want to let the
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better position to deal with the question of
the kind than those who merely go to the
eourt once or twice a fortnight.

The Ceolonial Treasurer: Do yon advocate
. the officials directing the court?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I advocate that
onee a child is arrested or taken to the court
the court should deal with that case. If the
court finds that the child should be retained
in some institution for some period the court
should hand that child over to the State, and
when it is handed over to the State the offi-
viala of the department, uvder the super-
vigion of the Minister, should decide what
should be done with the ehilil in future, and
as to what institution it should go. The caild
is then made a State child. I have tried as
far as possible to show how this Bill can be
improved. Members should not run away
with the idea that it ia impossible to amend
the Bill at this hour of the session. The
Standing Orders are suspended, and there is
ne diffieulty in altering the provisions of any
measure as may be desired. It is wrong to
pass a Bill through or to keep quiet merely
because it comes in late, especially if there
are clauses contained in it which are to the
detriment of the children of this State. That
is a retrograde step. 1 shall vote for the
seeond reading, and in Committee will move
certain amendments, which I am of opinion
will be benefigial on behalf of the children
whe unfortunately have been made State
childeen.

Mr. PICKERING {Sussex) [5.43]: I should
like to congratulate the Government upon ful-
filling the promise made by the Premier to
introduce a Bill dealing with the employment
of children of tender years. I regret that the
measure is introduced so late in the session.
It is almost nnpossible to get,a grasp of such
an importent Bill in the time at our disposal.
There are certain clauses in regard to the
adoption of children which appear to call for
great consideration.  This Bill can, as the
member for, North-East Fremantle has said,
hest be dealt with in Committee, and when we
reach the Committee stage I shall have some-
thing further to say. I desire to congratulate
the Government on having given an earnest of
their intention to cope with the serious posi-
tion in regard to the employment of chidren
of tender years.

Mr. JONES (Fremantle) [545]: T very
much regret the interjection of the Honorary
Minigter in regard to parents and families of
children who come under the Bill. In this
respect he shows a lamentable knowledge of
heredity and environment, Whilst in the main
T follow the membaer for North-East Fremantle
in supporting the Bill, it lacks a provision in
regard to the publication in the Press of any-
thing undesirable which might be revealed at
the children’s ecourt. I propese, when in
Cominittee, to submit an amendment dealing
with that omission. I am influenced in this by
an affair which oceurred at Cannington a few
months ago, the sordid details of which were
published in a certain newspaper. In the in.
terdats of the children’s court and of child-
hood generally, I do net wish to see a recur-
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renee of that outrage on pubhe decency. When
the Honorary Minister interjects that the eourt
ig better than the department I join issue with
him, if only in that particular case. The de-
partment would never uwss the court for ab-
taining vnlgar newspaper copy,

Mr, ROCEE (South Fremantle) [5.48]: I
support the second reading. Any movement
having for ita object the welfare of the child-
ren will bhave my supporl, 'The cbildren’s
court should reeeive due consideration. I
believe if the court is left constituted as at
present it will continwe to do good work, I
tdisagrec with the eompulsion proposed under
the Bill. .A court of review shonld be licld sp
that o child might be released when the lesson
had been taught. There is a good deal of in-
consigtency in the Bill. For instance, in the
matter of children engaged in trade, it is
provided that a child under 16 shall not sell
in a shop under the control of its mother
whereas that child conld g0 to a racing stable
at 14 years of nge. The right is given to the
department to take n child from its parent if
that parent is not a position to sustain the
child. But that regrettable position may have
been hrought about through circumstances
over which the pavent Las no control, and in
;ueh_da, case I think the Government should

rovide necessities for ild i ild*
provide me or the child in the ehild’s

Hon, W. (. Angwin;
thas. airoady. gwin; The Government do

Mr. ROCKE: I can commend the work of
: They are sym-
pathetically dealing with children ujrrnder :geir
care, and are prepared to listen to recommen-
dations from responsible people. T approve of
the boarding-out syatem, but I eaznnot cloge
my eyes to the fact that the institutions are
doing splendid work, When the child welfare
conference was held in Perth some two years
ago, Mr. Green, from New South Wales, ex-
to]]t‘ad the value of tns hoarding-out .-qute:u a3
against institutions, But when he was asked
what he would do with an incorrigible child
of 16, be said, ‘I would send it to an insti-
tution.”’  Certainly there was some inconaiat-
;1:5)' ;l.lﬁre.tt I tht support the second reading,

ill attem 2 ol
o Pt to improve the Bill in Com-

Hou. R. H. UNDERWOOD {(Houorary
Minister—Pilbara—in reply} [5.53]: I sin-
cerely regret that the Bill was not brought
down earlier. It is not altogether a Govern-
ment Bill; it ia a Bill framed by o number of
good citizens who have the sincere desire to
assist the child life of the State. They havo
asked me to endeavour to get the Bill throngh,
The member for North-East Fremantle (Hon.
W. C. Angwin) pointed ont that under the
existing Act, and under the Bill also, a ehild
I1s committed to an institution until it is 18
years of age. Like the hon, member, I think
that is wrong; but to defeat the Rill will not
improve that condition of affairs, beeause, as
I say, it iy provided also in the existing z’kct..
Children alter very rapidly, and we require to
have dealing with them only those people who
study children. To lay down a limit of 18
years 13 wrong. In regard te Government ga-
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sistance, it has been pointed out that the age
limit has been made 14 years. Generally
speaking, in the Bill we say that 14 is the
age at which children may go to work. I do
not know whhther 14 or 15 is the better age.
Certainly 14 is better than leaving it without
any limit. )

Hon. W. C. Angwin:

that.
v Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister): I am doubtful whether the hon.
member has any real objection to the Bill.
The hon. member made a reasonably good
point in regard to the provision that officers
of the department may visit a house where it
ja known there is an illegitimate child. We
desire to see that illegitimate children are not
illuged. I recollect the hon. member, when
discussing the Health Bill, _predmtmg the
humiliating experience of an innocent daugh-
ter of a parson under the provisions of that
Bill. That imaginary young lady has not
been interfered with yet. If we had to pass
the police regulations in this House, we
should not have a dog’s chance of getting
them through; yet those police regulations
work reasonably well. So, too, with this, we
must take full power to protect the kiddies.
Naither the children’s court nor the depart-
ment is likely to abuse that power. On the
other hand, they must have if. In regard to
the special magistrate, the Bill provides that
a special magistrate may be or shall be ap-
pointed. I am speaking for the Government,
and so far as the Government are concerned,
if the Bill ig passed, we intend for the time
being to appoint one of the magistrates who
is at present acting as a special magistrato
for this court. We do nob intend to ap?o_jmt
any speeial man for this job, I am giving
members that as a clear statement of Govern-
ment poliey.

Hon, P. Collier: For how long?

Hon., R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister): Until next session. The leader of
the Opposition knows that if he has the num-
bers he can put ths Government out next
session and come in himself and appoint whom
he likes.

Ton. P. Collier: I have not the numbers,
but I have mnumbers enough to stop this just

now,

I am not objecting

Hon. R. H, UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister) : That is the intention of the Gov-
ernment. We do mot intend to appoint any

special man to these courts. I want to say,
however, on this point, that I am of opinion,
thinking of the improvement of the econditions
of children, that a special magistrate sh_nul'd
be appointed—I am expressing my own indi-
vidual opinion—I have told members the Gov-
grnment’s opinion—a police magistrate who
has beon dealing with the poor unfortunates
of this country, the eriminals and drunks, be-
comes hard and callous and is not likely to
have that feeling towards children which a
man dealing with children should have. And
gupposing it would cost £500 or £600 a year
to put a special magistrate on to look after
our chiliren, are not our children worth that?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You are only doing
oo o o okiae of tha State.

[ASSEMELY.]

Hon. R. M. UNDERWOOD (Honorary

Minister): That is the trouble. T have
pointed out previously that this country
stands practically on its own, You may talk

to me abant Chicago, of New York, London,
Melborne and Sydney, in this State of West-
ern Australia our children stand higher than
any of them, Children ave bred in slums and
reared in slums, but we have our free open
country and if we have free open country we
do not want too many children’s courts. At
the same time when we are talking about the
special magistrate I say again I am expressing
my own opinien, the police magistrate who
fines and imprisons drunks, and sentences
¢riminals, is not the right man to deal with
children.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He would have to deal
with them everywhere else.

Hon, R. H. UNDERWQOD (Honorary Min-
ister): We are fortunate in having real good
magistrates. No one can complain about the
magistrates we have. We could trust Mr,
Canning or Mr. Davies to do this work, At
the same time we would get better results if
we had a man who is not in the police court,
T want to impress on members that T am ask-
ing members to carry the Bill.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: We want to help you
with improvements.

Hon. B. H. UNDERWOQOD (Honorary Min-
igter): If there are genuine amendments I
give this guarantee that we will bring them
down nexi session.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: I do not move any
amendment if it is not genuine.

Hon. RB. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister): If the House is desirous, and carries
the Bill, I undertake to say the Government
will bring them down the first thing next
session. If we amend the Bill to-night that is
the end of it. In regard to the inspection of
institutions the Bill only provides that the
special magistrate may inspect. If I were able
to move amendments I would say any member
of the Children’s Court should inspeet any in-
stitution at any time at all they thought de-
sirable, I was in another Government and T
appointed inspectors for the Aged Women’s
Home. The department endeavoured to set
down certain times at which notice should be
given. I said those inspectors must go to that
home at any time they desire, and after about
two yecars’ cxperience that committee has
proved an advantage to the aged women in the
homes. I might just mention that it is the
intention of the Colonial Secretary to appoint
an ingpecting committee for the Old Men’s
Home, and although in another place the select
committee has laid it down that only special
magistrates shall be inspectors, I hope next
year we ghall be able to amend the Bill and
say that any member of the Children’a Court
may inspeet any institution in which children
are maintained at any time whatever.

Hon, W. 0. Angwin: Do you not think a
Government official could do thatf

Hon. R. H, UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister): I sk members this: These are im-
provements in the Bill. Would it be better to
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throw the Bill ont or pass the Bill and amend
it next season§

Hon. W. . Angwin: Some of the eclanses
would not be in five minutes if I had my way.

Hon. R. H. ONDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ter): There is nothing dangerons in the Bill.
The people looking after our children are most
desirous to get the Bill. Shall we say, pass
jt as it is to-day and amend it next year, or
shall we say we will pass it ont and have 2
new Bill next year$

Hon. W. C. Angwin: As far ag I am con-
cerned, I would see it go out.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
jster): I ask members, and I am speaking
geriously, to pass the Bill and if there are
defects in it, I give an assurance that I will
do my utmost to get them remedied next
seasion.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Ther¢ might be an-
other Government next sessiom,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILL—FORESTS,
Request for Conference,

Message from the Council received, in reply
to a Message from the Assembly, agreeing to
the eonference on the requested amendments
pressed by the Council in the Forests Bill, and
notifying that Hon. H. P. Colebatch, Hon,
J. A, Greig, and Hon, H. Millington had been
appointed managers on behalf of the Couneil;
the time of meeting for the conference heing
7,30 p.m., and the place of holding the com-
ference, the President’s room.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 9.0 p.m.

Conference Managers’ Report.

The. ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R. T,
Robinson—Canning) [9.8]: I have to submit
the following report of the Managers ap-
pointed by the Assembly to meet the Managers
appointed by the Council in a conference wpon
the Forests Bill: —

Your manggers beg to report that they
have met the managers of the Legislative
Council and have agreed as follows:—1,
That nmendment No, 8 be not made. 2, That
amendment No. 9 be not made. 3, That
amendment No. 10 be not made, 4, That
Clause 24 be amended by striking out the
words ‘‘except as hereinafter provided,’’ in
the first line, and by inserting in lieu thereof
the words ‘‘excepting in the case of a per-
gon who prior to the passing of this Act
followed the oceupation of a hewer in this
State,’’ and by striking out all the words
in the clavse after the words ‘“Aet’’ in line
5. 5§, That amendment No. 14 be made. 6,
That amendmant No. 15 he made. 7, That
amendment No. 23 be made with the follow-
ing alteration:—That the words ‘‘the ad-
ministration of this Aect in regard to?’ be
ingerted at the commencement of the pro-
posed Clause 75, and that all the words after
the word ‘“permit’’ in line ¢ of the same

1843

clanse be struck out, and the words ‘‘shall

be carried ont subject to the concurrente of

the Minister for Mines’’ be inserted in lieu
thereof. 8§, That amendment No, 24 be not
made.

In Committee,

Mr, Stubbs in the Chair;
General in charge of the Bill

Amendments Nos., 8, 9, 10:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The agree-
ment arrived at was that amendments Nos, 8,
9, and 10 be not made and that Clause 24
should be amended by striking out the four
words at the commencement of the clausa:
‘‘except as hereinafter provided’’ aznd insert-
ing in lieu the words ‘‘excepting in the case
of a person who prior to the passing of this
Act followed the occupation of a hewer in
this State,”’ and by striking out all the words
in the clanse after the word ‘‘Act’’ in line
5. The effect of that will be to leave hewing
as it is to-day but to confine it to those per-
sons who had licenses prior to the passing of
the Act which will incluede soldiers who have
gone to the war. Tt will praectically allow
those persons who were hewing before the
passing of the Act to continue their oceupa-
tions. It includes them without specially re-
ferring to them as soldier men. I move—

That Clause 24 be amended by striking
out the words ‘‘except as hercinafter pro-
vided’’ in the first line and inserting in

lien the words ‘‘excepting in the case of a

person who prior to the passing of the Act

followed the occupation of a hewer in this

State’’ and by striking out all the words in

the clause after f‘Act’’ in line 5.

Mr. Holman: Wil that be confined to
hewers who bad licenses prior to the passing
of the Aect?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It could, not
be made wider,

Question put and passed;
amendment made.

Amendment No, 14. Clause 41, Subelause
2—S8trike out the words ‘‘one-half’? and in-
sert ‘three-fifths’’;

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—

That the amedment be made,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This meana that it
will take away more of the Consolidasted Rev-
enue. .

The ATTORNEY GENERAL, Tt will give
more to the Consolidated Revenue,

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment made,

No. 15. Clause 41, Subclanse 2. —Before
the word ‘‘revenue’’ in line 1 insert ‘"net’’:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In answer to
the member for Sussex I may say that when
the revenue returns {o its normal state and
the revenue from all sources comes to £8,000,
then the three-fifthe method will be equal to
the half and half method, When ths revenue
reaches £16,000 the Treasurer, if the adminis-
tration is the same as now, will receive £2,000,
while the forest side will have £6,000. When
the revenue is £30,000, it will mean that the
Treagurer will receive £5000 more, Membera
in another place thought that it was a. proper
thing to dedact the coste of earning the rav.

the Attoraéy

the Counecil's
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enue, and they suggested that the forests
should be given three-fifths of the revenue and
the Treasurer two-fifths and they based this
on figures supplied by the Conservator of
Forests. When the revenue is normal, it will
he cqually divided.

Question put gnd passed;
amendment madae,

Amendment No. 23—Add a new clause to
stand as Clause 75 as follows:—'“"'he area
comprised within the boundaries of the Green-
bushes State forest, excepting nny area within
such boundaries the subject of any timber
lease or permit is hereby excluded from the
provigions of this Aet, and shall be subject to
the Mining Act, 1904°7;

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The object
of the amendment of another place was to
throw this State forest, six miles’ equare, sur-
rounding Greenbushes, into the admiristration
of the Mines Department. I was very much
opposed to two departments having rival
¢laims in respect to the ome article, but it is
reasonable to say that in respect of timber
surrounding & mining area the Forestry De-
partment shall administer it, with the concur-
rence of the Mines Department. That is ex-
actly wheat we are doing, and it has now been
incorporated in the recommendation of the
conference, I move—

That the amendment be made.

Question put and passed; the
amendment made,

No. 24—Add a new clanse, to stand as
Clause 76, as follows:—‘‘The provisions of
SBection 24 of this Aect in relation to the issue
of hewing permits shall have offect from the
commencement of this Act until the thirtieth
day of June, one thousand nine hundred and
twenty-three, and no loger'’:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I move—

That the amedment be not made.

Question put and passed; the Counecil’s

amendment not made.

the Couneil’s

Couneil’s

{The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Resolutions reported, the report adopted and
a Message accordingly returned to the Legis-
lative Couneil.

BILL—WHEAT MAREETING ACT
AMENDMENT,

Couneil’s Amendments.
‘Rill returned from the Council with a
schedule of five amendments, which wWere now
congidered.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair;
General in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 2—Strike out the clause:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:' " We cannot
understand the meaning of the amendment
until we see the next amendment, which is to
strike out Clause 4, In other words, the

the ‘Attormey
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Council propose to strike ont the executive

board, when, as a consequence, Clanse 2 will

fail because it will not be necessary. I move—
That the amendment be agreed fo.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I am not surprised
at the Council striking out the clause, and as
the Minister in charge of the Bill has stated,
this amendment and others are consequential
on the striking out of Clause 4. [ regret the
Government ecounld not see their way to appoint
a real executive hoard to administer the Wheat
Scheme. All that the executiva board, under
this Bill, would have power to do is to advise
the Minister that certain things are necessary.
In the Council the Government allowed tho
¢lanse to be struck out merely on the voices.
The advisory board has proved a failure for
the reason that they were used merely at the
Minister’s whim, being an advised board in-
stead of an advisory board from the time Mr.
W. D, Tohnson left office as Minister for Agri-
eulture. In Mr. .Johnson’s time the board
were really an executive board. what they de-
cided was carried into effect, the Minister
being chairman of the beard. Upon the change
of Government I do not think the new Minister
ever went to see the board; the board had to
¢all upon the Minister. Communications did
pass between the board and the Minister, but
gencrally through the S8cheme’s manager. Upon
the next ehange of Government the hoard were
not so much as called together for three solid
months; and thia although the advisory board
had been established by Act of Parliament,
From September to November of 1917 the
board neither met nor made any recommenda-
tion. And the Minister eould ignore the execu-
tive board under this Bill, '

The Attorney General: But the Minister
does not ignore the board.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: No; because in-
quiries have been mwade and because the Press
reported daily as regards the board. The
farmers saw that the board were being ignored,
and thereupon the Government appointed two
public servants to sit on the board.  Then,

, upon tho complaints referred to in the Royal

Commission’s report, the Goverament ap-
pointed a farmers' representative, I am
honestly of the opinion that the people directly
interested in the Wheat Schema are those who
desire an executive board. Is the carrying of
this amendment to be taken as a direction from
Parliament that the whole of the power is to
remain the Minister’s bands? If the Govern-
ment had followed the Royal Commission’s
recommendations, satisfaction would have been
given to the farmer, The executive board
under this Bill represent merely & fraud, a
bluff put on the farmers of Western Australia.
The Council had an inducement to vote against
this proposal in the trcatment accorded to the
advisory hoard. The members of the advieory
board carried out their duties honestly and
faithfully, and one of the best members of the
board was Mr. Deane Hammond. I regret that
the executive board are not to be established.
Unfortunately, the Government policy stands
like a stone wall against the creation of an
exgeutive board. .
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Govern-
ment have no desire to blunif, The clauses put
ferward are genuine, but so far as the Gov-
ernuent had to guarauntee the difference be-
tween 3s. and 4s. 4d—hali of that amount—
they were of opinien that they should control
the finances of the board.

Mr. Johnston: Is the Minister in order in
diseussing the whole question on this amend-
ment?

The CHAIRMAN : The first amendment
carries with il several others and they ought
to be (ealt with fogether.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
agrecable to that.
The CHATRMAN: 'I'hen the lion. member

is in order.

The ATTORNEY GLENERAL: When I was
acting Minister and Mr, Baxter himself was
administering, the advies of the board was on
every occasion followed. The advisory board
for the last year to all intents and purposes
was an execentive bourd. Anather place are
against the prineiple of an excentive bourd.

This is a Wheat Marketing Bill and
it ig the matter of the acquisition, the
coutinuing  of the Pool, the aequiring
of wheat from the farmers and the

gristing of the wheat with the millers that
are the principles embodied in the Bill, and
although the principle as to the cxecutive
board has beeu cut out the present advisory
hoard will be continued doring the eurrent year
and will he treated as if it were an executive
board, The Government have done their best
to incorporate in the Bill and executive board,
but another place has turned the elaim for tha
cxecutive board down. Members must bear in
mind that if this Rill is turned down, the Gov-
ernment cannot aequire the farmers’ wheat
and a general state of chaos will result, for the
Governiment eannot compel the farmers to hand
over the wheat if we lose the Bill. The prin-
ciple of the Bill must be regarded as a wheat
acquisition Bill. T am sorry the exeeutive pre-
vigions have bheen struek out.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They were not worth

a hang.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Then why
grumhble? The Government have little more

consideration for the finances of thc couatry
than some other people who talk so glibly.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Clause 2 has no
bearing on the appointment of an executive
hoard. The advisory board bas not been 2
tailore. When the Pool was instituted and
controlled. it was done without any Aet of
Parliament. The Minister controlled the
bourd, which did not have exeeutive powers.
The advisory board was always listened to
and their advice taken, Their requests wore
attcuded to and recommendations carried out.

The Attorney General: I followed that same
principle.

Hon. J. MINMCHELL: If the advisory
board is to gontinue, I hope the Minister will
put Mr. Bickford back. I know Mr. Deane
Hammond did a great deal of work when on

the board, but what we want to-day is an

rvantibioa hrard +hat onahd o he nranariv
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clothed with power. There is no reason why
next year we should not amend the Bill and
appoint an executive board. When talking
about the hoard controlling the ‘finances, how
mueh o they control?¥ 7The money belongs to
the farmars, and the expenditure they comtrol
would he that dealing with the shipping of
wheat uand the office expenses, To-day the
Government are spending money in buying
timber, crecting sheds and so forth, but all the
funds belong to the farmers. I would like to
seo this work removed absolutely from political
influence. If the Pool is to continue, I hope
the Minister will endeavour to have a board
provided for.

Mr. JOHNSTON: It would have been an
improvement to the Bill to have given the
board more independent status. One of the
main principles of the Bill was the provision
that was made for the Wheat Marketing
Scheme to be administered by a board of five
members. The Minister was to be chairman
and two members were to be elected at ballot
by the farmers who sent their wheat to the
Bcheme. In view of the convineing reasons
put forward by the Attorney General, I can-
not understand why the Government should
abaudon this jmportant portion of the mea-
sure without a fight. T do not remember an
important propoesal of this natwe being
abandoned without any fight at all. The
Government policy is outlined in this mea-
sure, and I regret to say the Attorney Gen-
eral has not put forward any reason why we
should give way to the Council. Why not
lave a conferenee on this Bill alse? Tt would
not hurt us te come back to-morrow rather
than the Government should be defeated.

Hon. P. Collier: But the Minister in an-
other plaee supported the amendment.

Mr, JOHNSTFON: T am not concerned about
that just now, but T want this Chamber to
stick to the poliey introduced by the Govern-
ment and accepted by the House.

The Attorney General: The Country party
pl:cmbcrs in another place strongly apposed
it.

Mr, JOHNSTON: I should like to see the
division list.

Hon. P. Collier: There was ne division in
another place. Your Conntry party Minister
voted against it.

Mr, JOHNSTON: The Attorney Gencral
told us that the adoption of the main rceom-
mendation of the Royal Commission was em-
bodicd in this ¢lawge. The Government re-
tained not only complete control of the finan-
cial side of that board, as recommended by
the Cominission, hut retained complete econ-
trob of the board itself, by providing that in
a board of five the Miunister should be chair-
man and should have the right to nominate
two members of the board. Vet even this is
to be abandoned by the Government. The
announcement that the executive board was
to be appointed has been eirenlated all
through the farming districts, and I want the
Premier to see if the decision of another place
eannot be altered. T am sare the House would
stand hehind the Government in any such at-

+tamtdE T havae hare o oy nd Fhe £4 0505 i mosexs
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Producer’’ of the 6th instant, containing an
announcement by Mr, P1esse the deputy
leader of the Country party, that the Govern-
ment, with the concurrence of Parliament,
had agreed to‘appeint a board with executive
powers to administer the Aet. If this board
is not appeinted it will not be possible for
the Government to carry out their desire of
referring to an oxecutive heard for decision
the guestion of handling inte depots by the
acquiring agents, 1 wrge the Government to
make an effort to gct this clause reinstated
in the Bill.

[ M. l!‘u]cy took the Chair.]

Hou. W. C. ANGWIN: The Miaister has
said it is the finanees that lave to  De
considercd, and that the Government were
not going to give to the board the responsi-
bility of controlling the Secheme. The Min-
istor made reforence to my financing. T was
in office for five years, and I spent £53, out
of which T went a trip to Brishane on de-
partmental husiness. The Minigter has heew
in office for 15 menths and has spent £250
in his personal expenscs.

The Attorney General: No, that covered all
the departmcntal cxpenses,

HHon. W. C. ANGWIN: Moreovor,
never been a traitor to my leader.

The Attorney General: T do not think this
has anything to do with the question before
the House.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T have never adver-
tised myself and tried to de my lender out of
his position, as you are doing to-day. Nou
are never satisfied unless you are in the publie
Press every day.

The Attorney General:
jectionable ¢haracter.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Tt is time to he
when I am insulted by a snake like you. The
Minigter is trying hiz utmost to turn |his
leader out, and every person in the country
kuows it. Fe is one of the most dangerous
men in the Ministry. He eosts more money
than any other man in the Ministry, and he
is Mot qualified for his position.

The Attorney General: T aguin objeet to
this. Not n word that the hon. member has
said during the last five wminutes has any-
thing to do with the clause, Tt is purcly a
spiteful personal attack on me.

The CHATRMAN: T will ask the hon. mem-
ber to withdraw the words that are objection-
able to the Minister.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Hec has not asked
for o withdrawal—and I will net withdraw
to him. Tle insulted me, and T insult him.
I will not bhe insulted by a snake like him.
You can expel me if you like.

The CHATRMAN: T wiil ask tihe hon, mem-
ber to desiat.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: T have said all T
wigh to say, but T am not going to sit here
to bo ingnlted. T do my duty to this country to
the hest of my ability, and T have a respon-
aibility to cvery other member., In my opin-
jon this board has been wiped out owing to
the fact that its wings are elipped. Tt was

I have

You are a very ob-
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made an executive board in name only, and
if T thought there was a possibility of get-
ting the Bill through by sending these
ammendments baek, 1 would support the mem-
Lber for Williams-Narrogin, The hon. mem-
ber must realise, however, thut the hour is
Lite and that the amendment wonkl have to
go hefore nnother piace, and thisy would have
to denl with it and then send it back here.
Managers would then have $o be appeinted,
wnd T oam satisfied the Legislative Couneil
would not do all this. T hope the hon. mem-
ber will agree to the mmendments proposed.

Mr. BROUN: T do not think there is any
other course open but to aveept the amenid-
ments of another place. T regret execedingly
that these clauses have been struck out. We
have always worked for an exeentive board,
but what was provided in Clause 4 was not an.
exeentive board at all. It revcived my sup-
port beeause it was an advisory bourd. My
iden of an exceutive bourd would be that
they would have the full adminigtration of
all the provisions of the Aet, and the Chair-
nan wonld be elected from the five members
constituting it, The board as proposed under
the elause would have been of very little nse
to the Scheme. T fully expected that the Bill
would come back mutilated.

My, Teesdale: But not by your own people,

Mr. BROUN: Perhaps not, but T am not
aware that it was done by our own people.
Unfortunately, there is n certain gection up
against the Westralian Parmers, Ltd., hard-
ling this wheat and that section would not
stop at anything to prevent them from hand-
lmg it. They are against that body eutively
beeanse of prcjmlicc. The Westralian Farm-
ers, Ltid, werc deseribed by these people as
buceancers, but we ave hoping to he able to
show that by ev-operation we can handle our
own wheat satisfactorily and that we will
receive the full henefit.

Mr. HARRISON: T an serry the exeeutive
board has not been appointed on the lines re-
comnended by the Royal Cummission. I£
that had been done it wonld have heen a very
rood thing for the Wheat Scheme, T there
are men in eharge, men in whom confidence
can be plagced, the relief the Minister would
get wounld be couwsideralle, 1 {do not agree
with that part of the clause which provided
that wo public servant of the Btate or the
Commonwealth, and no person acting as a
Government acgniring agent or a servant of
any incoyporated company or firm acting as
n Government aequiring agent, should be ap-
peinted o member of the hoard. If we had
agreed to that where would we have got our
expert men from? CGood men to fill such posi-
tions are not to be found outside some of the
firmis who hiave heen handling the wheat, hut
the elanse wonld have dcbarred any of those
men from being appointed.

Queation put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes
Noes .. .. .. oo ve o .

Majority for ..

l2] L8
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AYES,
Mr, Angwin Mr. Lutey
Mi. Broun Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Brown Mr. Money
Mr. Colller Mr. Mullany
Mr. Davies Mr. Munsia
Mr. Dult Mr. Nalrn
Mr. Durack Mr. R. T. Roblnson
Mr, Gardloer Mr. Rocke
Mr. George Mr, Teesdale
Mr. Grifiths Mr. Troy
Mr. Harrison My, Underwood
Mr. Helman Mr, Walker
Mr., Hudson Mr. Hardwlck
Mr, Lambert {Tellcr.)
Mr. Iefroy
Noges,
Mr. Chesson Mr. Pickering
Mr. Harrison Mr. Wilcock
M¢. Hickmott Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr, Johnston *(Feller

Question thus passed; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to. *

No. 3—Insert a new clauge to stand as

Clange 7:
. The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The senti-
ments of this amendment have already been
voiced in this House and speak for them-
selves. The Government are agreeable to the
proposal, and T move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If this amendment is
agreed to arrangements will have to be made
very early next yvear for the haudling of the
harvest. Subjeet to that assurance, there is
no objection to the amendment.

Mr, JOEHNSTON: I draw atfention fo the
wording of the amendment, which says, ‘‘no
further agreement shall he entered into or
signod prior to its being submitted to Parlia-
ment.’* T think the amendment should read,
‘“un further agreement shall be entered into
or signed unless subject to the approval of
Tarliament.’> T move a modification on the
amendment—

That the words ‘‘prior to the same hav-
ing been approved by’ be struck ont and
‘‘except subject to the approval of’’ in-
serted in lien.

The CHATRMAN: This House has already
eonsidered that question and sent it to the
T.egislutive Couneil and the Legislative Conn-
¢il has voted against it, and sent the eclanse
hack to this Chamber altered ns it is before
us DOW.

Mr. JOHNSTON: T think yon are mis-
taken, S8ir. I want that modification made
w0 that the Government may make arrange-
ments very early in the year for the' hand-
ling of the wheat.

The PREMIER: The words in the Coun-
cil’s amendment will do just as well as those
the member for Williams-Narrogin proposes.

Mr. MONEY: There is nothing to prevent,
any Government from negotiating with a
view to a subsequent agreement. That must

he the desire of the member for Williams-

Warrogin, He would be well advised to with-
draw hiz modifieation, which serves no pur-
pose.
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Modification put and negatived.
Question pot and passed; the Counncil’y
amendment agreed to. ‘

[The Spesker resumed the Chair.]

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and o Message accordingly returned to the
Tegistative Couneil.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED IROM THE
COUNCIL.

1, Roads Closure.

2, Water Board’s Act Amendment.

Without amendment.

RILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
AMENDMENT,

Council’s Amendinent.

Bill returned from the Couneil x_vith an
amendment whieh was now considered,

In Committee.

Mr. Foley in the Chair; the Attorney Gen-
eral in eharge of the Bill,

No. 1. Add a new clause to stand as
Clause 3 as follows:—A report and balance
sheet of the operations of the board shall be
laid before both Houses of Parliament by the
Minister in charge of the department on or
before the 30th day of September, 1919:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This is a
very vaguely worded message and resembles
very mueh the rather donbtful amendments
of another place which we dealt with pre-
viously, I do not want to delay the business
of the country or there might be objections to
the new clanse, As a matter of faet, the de-
partment for years have laid the balance
sheets and report before hoth Houses of Par-
linment, The new clause does not say that
the report shall be for the eurrent year and
only for the faet that we might delay the
Bill at this stage, T would object to the amend-
ment. However, I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.}

Resolution reported, the veport adopted, and
a Message accordingly returned to the Couneil,

Sitting suspended from 11.23 p.am. until
12,80 am.

BILL—DISCHARGED SOLDIERS®
SETTLEMENT.
Couneil’s Further Message.

Messaga received from the Council notify-
ing that it did not press its amendments 1
and 4; that it agreed to the modifieation made
by the Legislative Assembly in requested
amendment No. 3; that it pressed its requests

Nos, 2 and 6 now considered.
Mr. SPEAKER [12.32 am.]: In regard to
the deeision arrived at, earlier in this sitting,
in connection with the Torests Bill, T may
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point out that this Bill iz on all-fours wiih
that measure. I presume that in view of the
attitude the Flouse took on the Forests Bill,
it will proceed to deal with this Message on
the same lines.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair;
charge of the Bill,

No. &—Clause 4, strike out Subeclause 2:

The PREMIER: T move—

That the amendnient be made.
Another place appears to he unanimous on this
matter, which ig really one of administration.
The referenee is to the cleaw discharge, How-
aver, the matter is always sabjoet to the Min-
istor’s approval,

Question put and  passed; the
mnendment made.

No. 6.—Clause 11, in the first proviso after
the words ‘‘discharged soldier’’ in line 2 in-
sert ‘‘or in ease of a deeeased soldier the
surviving’”’:

The PREMTER: 1 do not Jike this munend-
ment, but I believe the objest of another
place is that if a soldier holding land has gone
to the Front and been killed, his parents
should have the same advantage with regard
to the land as the soldier would have had if
he had returned alive. I see mo great ebjee-
tion. The matter is subject to the diseretion
of the board, and is not unreasonable.

Mr., MUNSIE: As regards the wording of
this amendment, suppose the deceased soldier
had left a will?

Hon. . E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
iater): The will is bound to he supreme over
the wishes of the bonrd.

Question put and passed; the
amendment made.

the Premier in

Conneil 's

Couneil’s

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a Message necordingly returned to the
Liegislative Couneil.

Sitting sugpended from 12,40 am. to 4.0

a.m,

BILLS (6)—RETURNED FROM THE
COUNCIL.

1. Appropriation.

2, Loan, £780,000.

3, Treasury Bonds Deficiency.

4, Agricultural Lands Purchase Aect Amend-
ment,

5, Discharged Seldiers’ Settlement,

6, Torests,

Without amendment,

ATTSTRALTAN IMPERTAL FORCES,
Licutenant MeCarthy, V.C.

The PREMTER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Maoore) 74.307: T am quite sure hon. mem-
hers will not mind me delaying them for a
few moments while T submit a motion which
T desire members to earry. Another gallant

[ASSEMBLY.]

soldier, o West Australian, has won the blue
vibbdn of the army. Lieutenant MeCarthy,
who was cngaged in the timber industry at
Lion Mill before he left here, has been awarded
the Victoria Cross, This House has been
pleased in the past to honmour those men who
have, in my opinion, reccived the highest dis-
tinetion that anyome ean receive, Lieutenant
MeCarthy was one of the original Anzaes, He
Teft here on the 22nd Decomber, 1914, He was
at Gallipoli and his work on the Peninspla
was notable, and later in France his deeds at
Pozicres seeured him the Croix de Guerre, which
is equivalent in Franee to the Vietovia Cross.
1lfe has hiad a most remarkable earcer. The
‘'Gnzette’’ which notifics that he has hern
awarded the Victoria Cross states—

Lt. T. D. MeCarthy, 16th Rattnliop, of
Western Australia, outdistaneing two ecom.
panions, he eaptured single-handed a mn-
chine gun post near Madame Wood, in the
vicinity of Verman Villers, He fought his
way down n trench, inflieting heavy easual-
tics. e killed 25 Germans and captured
50, also five machine guns.

This gallant officer has been awarded the Vie-
toria Cross and I am sure the House desires to
Iilace on record their pleasure and appreciation
that this man has brought this honour to West-
ern Australia by the distinction he has had
conferred upon him.  He has conferred an
hononr on this country of ours. I cannot
imagine "anyone making better soldiers than’
these who have wielded the axe, T can imagine
the man who can wield the axe with that light-
ning speed that the hewer ean, is the man
above all others who will make a remarkable
soldier. This man has beemn brought up in that
life, and has now dlstmgmshod himself in thia
way, I move—

(1) that this House desires fo o\press its
pleasure on learning that Licut, I. 1. Me-
Carthy has been awarded the high distine-
tion of the Victoria Cross, and at the same
time places upon record its great appreeia-
tion of hiz morit and gallantry; (2) that
the foregoing resolution he forwarded by
His HMonour the Speaker to Tieut. MaCarthy
anfd to the colonel of his battalion,

I am sure we all wish Lient. MeCarthy the
best of good Inck in hia future in Western
Australia.

Hon. P. COLLTER (Boulder) (415 am.}:
T have great pleasurc in seconding the motion.
This we may take it will be the last V.C. to
come to Western Australia, seeing that the
war i3 over. Certainly the record and the deeds
of Lient. McCarthy arc a fitting crown to the
glory won by the Anzacs throughout the war.
1t 18 rather remarkable that the final V.C. to
be won by a Western Australian should be won
by a man coming from the open life of the
bush lands. Tieut. MeCarthy’s career jis re-
markably similar to that of Colonel Murray,
in that Lieuwt. MeCarthy left with the original
Anzaes as a private, and has won his way tn
the distinctions enumerated by the TPremier,
Similarly Colonel Murray was a timher worker.
left with the Anzacs as a private, and, during
the war, has wan almost every chqtnl('tlml
whigh it is possible to win on the battle-field.



[20 DeceEMBER, 1918.]

We are proud of those men, as indeéd we have
been proud of all our boys who went from this
State. While we are pleased to congratulate
Licut. MeCarthy on the honours conferred
upon him, we hope that mever again in the
history of Western Australia will there be
occasion for any of our boys to engage in
those deeds, cven though they bring such hon-
ours. I have pleasure in seconding the motion.

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT—~COMPLIMENTARY
REMARKS.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—

Trwin) [4.18 aam.]: I move—
That the House at itz rising adjourn till

the 29th January, 1919.
Parlinment in the meantime will be further
provogued by proelamation. In doing this I
am  foliowing out the practice of
several years past. L desire to thank
you, Mr. Spenker, for the courtesy and
congideration you have extended to ime,
to members of the Government, and to
members of the House. I wish alse to thank
the Chairman of Committees for his attention
to the duties that devolved upon him. 1 have
also to thank the officers of the Honse for
their courtesy, which has always been unflag-
ging and unselfishly given. Above all, I e-
gire to thank my hon. friend opposite for the
kindness he has extended to me, I recognise
in the hon, member a most astube parliamen-
tarian, and perhaps the keenest debater in the
House. The hon. member has mever indulged
in factious opposition. I am pleased that the
session, althongh strenuwons, has passed with
none but the little differences that ocenr from
time to time on the floor of the House. We
have sat lenger during the current year than
the Parliament of Western Australia has ever
before sat in any one year. Wo have sat fer
eight months, or 33 weeks, during which we
have had 99 sittings. Hon. members may
think it has been a strain on them, but they
can well imagine the strain it has been on
membors of the Government, and on the leader
of the Opposition, who has to watch every-
thing that comes into the Honse, and whose
time is so fully oceupied in attending to the
husiness of the House. We are now in the
season of goodwill, and I ean assure hon., mem-
hers T have nothing but the most kindly feel-
ings for those around me, I have never re-
parded a political foe as a personal enemy.
T desire to wish you, Sir, and the officers of the
Touse, the Chairman of Committees, and the
deputy Chairmen, a happy Christmas and a
prosperous new year. When we started this
session we were still in the midst of the great
war, and did not know when it would end. I
do not think any of us realised that the Ger-
man bubble would have burst so soon, We
are now in an armistice, and I trust that be-
fore the House meets again peace will have
been deelared, peace not ounly for the time
being, but at any rate for the term of our
ratural lives. I trust that in that time of
peace we shall endeavour with due considera-
tion and without factious criticism to solve

1849

those great problems which we shall have to
solve. We have before us problems greater to
us than the war has been, and Y trust that we
may master them,

Hon, F. COLLIER {(Boulder} ([425]: In
seconding the motion submitted by the Pre-
micr, T desite to thank you, Sir, for the kind-
ness and courtesy you have extended to moe
and te members on this gide. I should nlso
like to join with the Premier in expressing
my gratitude to the clerks and all the officers
and servants of the House, We are fortunate
in havieg a staff which has given entire satis-
faction to every member, The Premicr hos
been good cnough to say some kind things
regarding me. Tf I have been nble to assist
in the conduct of the House, and if I have
proved an honourable opponent, I suggest it is
beenuse one could not be otherwise to so hon-
ourable a gentleman as the Premier. We
have indeed had a strenuous time. During
the 13 vears T have been in the Houss we
have never before sat so many davs and
weeks in one year as we have during the
present year. I am sure we are all glad that
we have been able to get through hefore the
Christmnas holidays. Wo might fairly look
forward to a lengthy rceess. At the samae
time T liope the Government will not unduly
delay calling Parliament together next year,
# vear franght with great problems fer the
8tate. Ti is essential that Parliament should
meet reafonably early mext year, so that, by
our nnited efforts, we may face and deal with
the difficult situations which undoubtedly will
confront the State. We certainly have had
a very strenuous session, and altheugh not
nverworked in the early stages, we ean safely
say that during the past month or two we
have not been idle. T am pleased that we
have heen able to get through wtihout any
bhickering. We have Qdiffered, certainly, but
honestly and openly, and T am glad to think
theve has not heen that strennous party strife
whieh Dhas eharacterised the proceedings of
Partiament in other years. One thing we
can he glad of is that even though we face
a diffienlt future that diffienlty is nothing at
all to he compared with the diffienlty we havo
iust left hehind ns. We can thank the powers
that be that we enfer the new year with peace
thronghout the world, With that before us,
with the hope and indeed the knowledge that
with the coming year there will onece more
degeend upon the earth that kindness and
that friendship and that love which obtained
prior to the war, we can well face the future
stout-heartedly; and T hope that never in our
lifetime or in the lifetime of our children
and onr children’s children will there be a
ecvizis like that whiech we have just gene
through. T join with the Premier in wishing
rvervone fthe compliments of the season. T
heape  that all hon. members will have a
plensant holiday through the Christmas time,
and that the future vears will hring happiness
and prosperity to all hon. members,

The PREMIER (Hen. H. B. Lefroy—
Mnore) 74.32 aan.]: Before the motion i3
submitted, T would like fo offer an expres-
sion of appreciation to the ‘‘Hansard’’ staff
for their labours. There iz no donbt that
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those gontlemen have the hardest work of
any of nms, I always feel very sympathetic
towards them, and I recognise that the work
is done efficiently., I feel, moreover, that we
are under a debt of gratitude to those gen-
tlamen for the manner in which they do their
work., I desire to join.them in all the good
wishes which I have extended to officers of
this House and to hon. members.

Mr. SPEAKER [433 am.]: Mr. Premier
and Mr, Collier, allow me to thank you for
the kind references yon have made to myself,
Whatever courtesy I may have extended to
you, Mr. Premier, and to you, Mr. Collier, as
leader of the Opposition, has heen reflected
to the fullest degree. Let me thank you also
for the kind references both of you have
made to the Clerk and the Clerk Assistant
and the officers of the House and also the
‘‘IHansard’’ staff. The Premier pointed out
that the work of the ‘‘Iansard’’ staff was
very heavy. As the Premier has said, we
have sat dnring this year which is about te
close on more days than in any session in the
higtory of responsible government in Western
Australin; and the ‘‘Hansard’’ staff have re-
ported those proceedings with one of their
eomrades at the Front, which faect has made
their task indecd much more difficult. Let
ma give thanks also on hehalf of the Chair-
man of Committees and the Deputy Chair-
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men of Committees. They have had their
struggles in this Chamber during the past
strenuous session. However, the session is
now ¢loging and I wish hon. members a very
happy and prosperous new year, Hon, mom-
bers will now be freed from their labours,
and as one who has been for a good number
of years associated with the public life of
this State I know how free hon. members
will feel to-morrow. Those hon. members who
reside in the eountry will speedily reach
their homes, and I am sure they will feel per-
fectly bappy in the bosom of their families
during Christmas time. This session is eclos-
ing under happier auspices than we have
known during the four years that now hap-
pily lie behind us. We are closing the aes-
gion with the armistice signed, and a prompt
declaration of peace in prospect. When the
next session opemns, we shall mect under a
brighter heaven than we have known for four
years. We shall, I hope, meet renewed in
vigour to carry out the duties which we are
called upon to perform; and our labours will
be conducted withount the anxiety of the war
hanging over our heads. I wish hon. mem-
bers a pleasant Christmas and a prosperous
new year,
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.35 a.m. (Saturday).

Parliament was prorogued to the 7th May, 1919, by Proclamation issued in
the Government Gazette published on Friday, 10th January, 1919.
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FRFI. W, SIMPSON. Governineot Prioter, Perth,



